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        The use of StrandVise® Connectors on Ropes Courses  
 

The History 
 

The StrandVise
®
 line of automatic connectors is manufactured and marketed by MacLean Power Systems. These 

products were first developed in the 1930's to serve the needs of the electric power utility and telecommunications 
markets. The vast majority of StrandVise

®
 sales are to utility companies who use them for a variety of applications 

including securing guying wires and supporting aerial messenger wire.  
 

StrandVises
®
 have been used in Ropes Courses since the early 1990ôs as a means of effecting a Wire Rope termi-

nation.  
 

 
Feb. 1993 MacLean shares StrandVise

®
 test data with ACCT

1
 indicating that the 5200 series met the strength re-

quirements determined by ACCT.                                                                                                           
 
Nov. 2000 ACCT adjusts its Installation Standards to align with an Advisory Note from MacLean Power Systems 

regarding the application of StandVises
®
.  

 
 

 
May 2007 MacLean issues an Advisory to PRCA

2 

 

 
June 2007 MacLean follows up with a letter to ACCT 

 
 
1. ACCT Association of Challenge Course Technology www.acctinfo.org 
2. PRCA  Professional Ropes Course Association www.prcainfo.org 

Version  120907 

ñWe urge you and your organization to discontinue promoting and using StrandVise
®
 connectors for cable chal-

lenge courses and to take prompt action to adopt a more suitable cable restraining mechanism in place of the 
StrandVise

®
 connectors that are now being used without backup devices in these courses.ò MacLean 20/11/00 

ñMaclean Power Systems must insist upon the use of the words "SHALL NOT UTILIZE 
STRANDVISE CONNECTORS IN ANY ROPES CHALLENGE COURSE DESIGN CONSTRUCTION OR INSTAL-
LATION." MacLean 16/05/07 

ñIf ACCT or others within your industry continue to maintain their position that our products are okay to use or re-
main in use in the ropes challenge course industry, they do so at their own risk and against our advisories and 
recommendations.ò MacLean 18/06/07 

http://www.vertical.com.au/
http://www.acctinfo.org/
http://www.prcainfo.org/


 very low risk if professionally installed    
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         Comment from Industry Associations and Vii     

ñRecommendations: Based upon the current MacLean Power Systems application advisory (manufacturer rec-
ommendations) all ropes challenge courses with currently installed StrandVise

®
 connectors should endeavour to 

immediately replace these connectors with other approved cable termination systems along with any required 
system backups.ò PRCA Industry Advisory 13/06/07 (www.prcainfo.org/industry-advisorys/june-13-2007-strandviseae-additional-

information) 

Version  120907 

Professional Ropes Course Association PRCA 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Association of Challenge Course Technology ACCT 

 

Vertical Innovations International Vii 

ñé.. StrandVises
®
 on a challenge course are used at our own risk, so it is up to us as a community and as indi-

viduals to assess the situation carefully and make informed decisions as to the amount of risk, if any, we are will-
ing to assume with StrandVises

®
ò  

 

ñACCT advises course owners to make a well-educated decision in conjunction with their qualified challenge 
course professional as to the best course of action for their particular situation. In addition, we advise you to de-
termine if there is a possibility that a counterfeit device may have been used in place of a MacLean StrandVise

® 

on your course. At a minimum, it would be prudent to ensure that any StrandVise
®
 currently in use on a course is 

properly backed up é.. or replaced with an alternative system.ò ACCT StrandVise® Update 07/08/07 (www.acctinfo.org/

associations/5266/files/SVUpdate8-07.pdf) 

The Adventure Challenge Activity Industry is a very small industry with a low community profile (as opposed to 
say the Power and Telecommunications industries), it does not enjoy the advantages of a large affluent market 
e.g. drive a demand for purpose built mass produced products. For this reason the Industry has been and will 
continue to be óadaptiveô in nature.  
 

As always the appropriateness of products for various Ropes Course applications are determined by a Risk As-
sessment that through research and testing identifies associated hazards. Control measures are then determined 
and the likelihood of an incident occurring and the consequences should an incident occur are then assessed to 
determine the final risk if used. The rigor of this process is what gives designers, installers, owners and operators 
the confidence to introduce product and systems that are not formally endorsed by manufactures for use with 
Ropes Courses (e.g. trees, utility poles, wire rope, helmets, most harnesses, marine buoys and car tyres). 
 

Vii acknowledge that the introduction or continued use of a product that has been formally rejected by a manufac-
ture for use with Ropes Courses significantly increases the risk of successful prosecution should a StrandVise

®
 

related incident occur. The likelihood, however, of a professionally installed (i.e. by a competent person) genuine 
5200 series StrandVise

®
 (i.e. a product of MacLean Powers System or Reliable) that is correctly backed-up (or 

non-baked-up foot or hand line), that is regularly inspected and maintained failing in a way that would result in 
significant harm is in our opinion very low. 
 

Vii believe that when insurers reflect on their loss histories they will recognise that there are much higher inci-
dences of injuries and accidents resulting from human error rather than from equipment failure. Vii feel that, if we 
are truly serious about safety, it would be more prudent for operators to direct resources towards broader risk 
management strategies, staff training and operation procedures then to the replacement of proven equipment. It 
would still be prudent though for Operators to consult with their own legal counsel and insurance advisors. 
 

In summary, Vii believe that in reality professionally installed genuine 5200 series StandVises
®
 would appear at 

the very bottom of a Ropes Course risk profile and therefore any resources should be directed at risks higher up 
on the list first. In the future Vii will only use StrandVises

®
 in guying applications. 

 

Vii has simple innovative alternatives to StrandVises
®
 and can easily replace existing ones if requested. 
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